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The ‘Radio Harmonium’ Serge
Nikolaevich Rzhevkin, Russia,
1925
One of the earliest electronic instruments of the Soviet period, the Radio (or ‘Cathodic’) Harmonium
was a three voice polyphonic cathode vacuum tube instrument controlled by a manual keyboard,
designed for playing atonal music by the audio physicist Serge  Nikolaevich Rzhevkin (1891-1981). The
instrument was used by the philosopher Ivan Orlov in his investigations of aural phenomena.

Sources:

‘A course of lectures on the theory of sound’ Serge  Nikolaevich Rzhevkin. Pergamon Press, 1963

Orlov, I. E. 1926e. “Experiments with Rzhevkin’s cathode harmonium.”A Collection of Articles in
Musical Acoustics (Russian),State Institute of Musical Science, 1925, 1.

Leave a comment

Leave a Reply

Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *

Name *

Email *

Website

Comment

POST COMMENT

 Notify me of follow-up comments by email.

 Notify me of new posts by email.

120 Years of Electronic Music

NAVIGATION

Search 

TAGS

1800 - 1900 (4) 1900 – 1920 (7) 1920 –1930 (17) 1930–1940 (35) 1940–1950 (20) 1950–1960 (17)

1960–1970 (16) 1970 - 1980 (13) A. Lesti & F. Sammis (2)  Analogue Sample (2)  Analogue Synthesiser (17)
Armand Givelet (3) Audio Programming Language (8) Australia (2) Canada (4) Digital Synthesiser (9) Edouard Eloi Coupleux (2)

Electro-acoustic (3) Electronic Music Studio (4) France (15) Frequency Modulation Synthesis (4) Germany (13)
Graphic Synthesiser (4) Harald Bode (4) Harry Chamberlin (2) John Hanert (3) Laurens Hammond (3)  Max Matthews (2)  Optical Synthesiser (2)

Photo-Electrical (11) pre 1800 (2) Rhythm Machine (3) Russia (6) Tone Wheel (5) Transistor (7) United Kingdom (7)

USA (35) Vaccum Tube (36)

LATEST UPDATES:

The 'Radio Organ of a Trillion Tones' (1931), The 'Polytone Organ' (1934) . Arnold Lesti, Leo Tiedemann &

Fredrick Minturn Sammis. USA, 1934 on 2nd November'14

The 'Singing Keyboard' Fredrick Minturn Sammis & James Nuthall. USA, 1934  on 2nd November'14

The 'Staccatone'. Hugo Gernsback & C.J.Fitch. USA, 1923  on 2nd November'14

The 'Westinghouse Organ' or 'Electric Radio Organ' Richard .C.Hitchock. USA, 1930  on 2nd November'14

'Dr Kent's Electronic Music Box'Dr Earle Kent,USA,1951  on 2nd November'14

SUBSCRIBE VIA EMAIL

Enter your email address to subscribe and receive notifications of new posts by email.

Email Address

SUBSCRIBE

http://120years.net/wordpress/dr-kents-electronic-music-boxdr-earle-kentusa1951/
http://120years.net/wordpress/the-westinghouse-organ-r-c-hitchock-usa-1930/
http://120years.net/wordpress/the-staccatonehugo-gernsbakgermany1923/
http://120years.net/wordpress/the-singing-keyboard-fredrick-minturn-sammis-james-nuthall-usa-1934/
http://120years.net/wordpress/the-polytone-organa-lesti-f-sammisusa1934/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/technology/vaccum-tube/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/country/usa/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/country/united-kingdom/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/technology/transistor/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/technology/tone-wheel/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/country/russia/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/technology/rhythm-machine/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/date/pre-1800/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/technology/photo-electrical/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/technology/optical-synthesiser/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/name/max-matthews/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/name/laurens-hammond/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/name/john-hanert/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/name/harry-chamberlin/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/name/harald-bode/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/technology/graphic-synthesiser/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/country/germany/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/technology/frequency-modulation-synthesiser/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/country/france/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/technology/electronic-music-studio/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/technology/electro-acoustic/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/name/edouard-eloi-coupleux/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/technology/digital/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/country/canada/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/country/australia/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/technology/audio-programming-language/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/name/armand-givelet/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/technology/analogue-synthesiser/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/technology/analogue-sample/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/name/a-lesti-f-sammis/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/date/1970-1980/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/date/1960-1970/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/date/1950-1960/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/date/1940-1950/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/date/1930-1940/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/date/1920-1930/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/date/1900-1920/
http://120years.net/wordpress/category/date/1800-1900/
http://120years.net/wordpress/
http://widgets.wp.com/likes/#
http://120years.net/wordpress/the-radio-harmonium-sergei-nikolaevich-rzhevkin-russia-1925/?share=twitter&nb=1
http://120years.net/wordpress/the-radio-harmonium-sergei-nikolaevich-rzhevkin-russia-1925/?share=stumbleupon&nb=1
http://120years.net/wordpress/the-radio-harmonium-sergei-nikolaevich-rzhevkin-russia-1925/?share=pinterest&nb=1
http://120years.net/wordpress/the-radio-harmonium-sergei-nikolaevich-rzhevkin-russia-1925/?share=tumblr&nb=1
http://120years.net/wordpress/the-radio-harmonium-sergei-nikolaevich-rzhevkin-russia-1925/?share=facebook&nb=1
http://120years.net/wordpress/the-radio-harmonium-sergei-nikolaevich-rzhevkin-russia-1925/?share=google-plus-1&nb=1
http://theme.wordpress.com/
http://wordpress.org/

